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x ELECTION OF SPECIES 

Sir: 

In an election requirement dated 12/29/2004, the Examiner required election under 
35 U.S.C. 121 of a single disclosed species. Applicant provisionally elects, with traverse, 
Species I, corresponding to Figure 4. The claims readable on Species I include: 1, 2, 7, 8, 11, 12, 
13, 16, 17, and 20. 

Applicant traverses this election requirement on the grounds that Examiner 
unintentionally omitted FIGS. 1-3 from the listing of Species. In a telephone interview with 
Examine on January 11, 2005, Applicant and Examiner reached agreement that FIGS. 1-3 depict 
an illustrative example of the invention containing most of the claimed elements. FIGS. 4-8 
depict optional thread configurations for the example of FIGS. 1-3. Applicant and Examiner 
specifically discussed FIG. 4 and that it is similar to FIGS. 1-3 in that it includes a spherical 
thread crest and a spherical thread root. Examiner indicated tentative agreement that FIGS. 1-4 
are appropriately included in Species I. Applicant respectfully requests that FIGS. 1-4 be 
included in Species L The claims that read on FIGS. 1-4 include: 1, 2, 7, 8, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, and 20. 




Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge any 
additional required fees to Deposit Account No. 50-2779. 
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